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Diane di Prima -- “Alchemical literature admits us into a magical universe of rich and bizarre 
imagery and sudden insights — dimensional shifts — but it is a universe in which we feel the need 
for some kind of map. In our century, this problem has often been solved by flattening the 
material: reductively reading the texts as either spiritual allegory, or a primitive form of ‘science.’ 
But, in a correspondent cosmos, the process that is creative of soul is also creative of galaxies 
— there is no need to reduce alchemy to psychology or chemistry.” 
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Barry Miles -- "Burroughs was not making these photographs of collages for artistic reasons: his 
intentions were far more radical. Although Burroughs showed a very well-developed formal 
sense of composition, and often played with bands of sunlight and shadow across the collages, 
his intention was nothing less than to create a vehicle to remove him from the space-time 
continuum.” 


Tom Burris, Steve Lacy: The Sun and Estilhacos 


"Long single note drones from the bass and cello introduce “The Highway,” before a two-note 
melody line from Steve Potts enters, with Lacy shrieking a one-note Morse code signal above. 
Crashing cymbals enter and Potts starts playing counterpoint around Lacy, who refuses to give 
up that note. The tension is incredible as one car horn after another screams by. Finally it 
breaks with the alto rising out of the traffic. Six minutes in, the music is so intense that the crowd 
erupts in applause. Another minute later, they cheer again. And again! As the band rises to 
unfathomable heights, the soprano and alto merge and collide with such intensity that for a few 
seconds you’d swear you were listening to an electric guitar feeding back. The crowd erupts. 
You can hear the normally conservative and reserved Lacy’s voice actually beaming as he 
hastily introduces the band and thanks the audience. Some of the band members aren’t quite 
sure if they’re finished yet as they continue to crash, bang and skronk randomly behind him, as 
if they’re searching through the wreckage for salvageable parts. Good Lord, this is how it’s 
done! " 


Allen Ginsberg -- William Carlos Williams Course - Mind, Mouth and Page (Naropa Institute July, 
1975) -- "there's a great old saying in Plato - "When the mode of the music changes, the walls of 
the city shake", meaning, when the rhythmic apprehension, when the body English, when the 
body music, when the body dance changes, when people begin to shake their asses ina 
different way, when the mode of the music changes, then there's a whole different political 
relationship." 


Blake Butler, UBU Publishes The Unpublishable 


"It offers one way in and no way out. It exists because it does and it doesn't give a shit what you 
do with it, where it takes you. And yet it is itself. It has a mind. It doesn't open the mind for you. 
You can't have what it has, unless you can." 


"If anything, it's a reminder that when it comes to creation, the work itself is what must hold up 
against itself; everything else around it—publication, attention, commendation, cash—means 
almost as little as the body after death does to the one who died." 


Florian Rodari 

What Hugo was searching for in these drawings were signs that would stimulate his imagination 
and suggest directions for his pen. Hugo interpreted these foldings, not for psychological 
purposes like the Swiss physician Hermann Rorschach with his famous tests introduced in 
1921, but like a seer. He developed the symmetry, discerned resemblances, discovered figures 
and carried out all kinds of permutations. Reversal (or, better still, reversability), metamorphoses 
and fusion were themes so firmly rooted in Hugo's praxis that one commonly finds in his 
compositions a landscape reflected in water or a figure that reads equally well either way up. 


Splashes, smudges, fingerprints, marblings made by pressing two sheets of paper together, 
transfers, rubbings, dabbings, wiping the ink away with care or, on the contrary, causing it to 
pull, were among the many formal possibilities open to him. 


Allen Ginsberg on William Carlos Williams 

A phrase of his, very much like (William) Blake's "The eye altering, alters all" is "A new world is 
only a new mind" (that phrase came to him late in Paterson) - "A new world is only a new mind". 
Blake - "The eye altering, alters all". Sherwood Anderson was engaged in a similar art form in 
Winesburg, Ohio. What (Williams) did was to (follow) in the tradition of Whitman, who said he 
wanted to bring the muse into the kitchen ["She's here, install'd amid the kitchen ware!" (from 
"Song of the Exposition")]. It's been an old struggle of American imagination to live where we 
are, to recognize the land as it is, where we are. It's a theme familiar to those of you who know 
Gary Snyder's poetry, particularly. It's an old theme, stated most famously in (Henry David) 
Thoreau and the whole idea of Walden - picking one spot and observing what was happening 
there, rather than spreading attention thin. It goes back to old Chinese wisdom, like Lao Tzu, 
saying that a wise man never travels further than his own valley. 
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Paul A. Toth 
Eye Am Eye Publishing 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: Eye Am Eye Books is seeking an asemic artist/writer to provide an 
introduction of 2500 or more words for its upcoming release: "ALPHA BET A TEST: An Asemic 
Anthology." YOUR NAME will appear on the cover. Please send submissions to: toth 
world@gmail.com. Please include a third-person bio and up to three links. 

Like: - Share - 84 

8 people like this. 

Michael Jacobson You should see if Jim Leftwich may want to. 

8 hrs - Like 

Michael Jacobson Tim Gaze, or Satu Kaikkonen would be 2 others I'd try. 

8 hrs - Like 

Paul A. Toth | think | have a guy but | will consider all contributions equally. The more meat, the 
better...or the less meat and the more vegetables! 

6 hrs - Edited - Like 

Spencer Selby Is it too late to send work? This got lost by me in the shuffle. 

5 hrs - Like 


De Villo Sloan > Catherine Mehrl Bennett 
February 27 at 8:18am - 


httos://minxuslynxus2.wordpress.com/.../minxus-mail-bag-fish.../ 


MinXus Mail Bag: Fish Neck is the New Fork Lint by C. Mehrl Bennett (Columbus, Ohio, USA) 
Mail-art by C. Mehrl Bennett (Columbus, Ohio, USA) Somewhere along the meandering and 
dusty trail between Infinity and Columbus, John M. Bennett coined the term "fork lint," which 
captured the fanc... 

MINXUSLYNXUS2.WORDPRESS.COM 

[Mail-art by C. Mehrl Bennett (Columbus, Ohio, USA) 


Somewhere along the meandering and dusty trail between Infinity and Columbus, John M. 
Bennett coined the term “fork lint,” which captured the fancy of trashpoets and DKulters 
especially. At best, “fork lint” is an authentic, floating, indeterminate signifier. Attaching itself to 
Trashpo, “fork lint” birthed Lintpo and related concepts and projects. For instance, circa 2011 
Diane Keys (Elgin, Illinois, USA) mailed John M. Bennett a bag of lint. This was possibly the 
height of the Lintpo phenom, although we’re not sure: 


Our brief investigation also revealed the video of a Fork Lint performance piece of more recent 
origin: 


Regardless of the history, C. Mehrl Bennett — it so great to receive mail from her — has informed 
us, and now you — dear Tenderfoots — that “fork lint” has been usurped by “fish neck.” Of course 
we are (initially) perplexed. We are grateful for the news and confident we will soon adapt to the 
“fish neck” reality. On the reverse side, C. Mehrl Bennett includes a tantalizingly open field that 
we can imagine filling with asemics and returning to her: 


Many thanks to C. Mehrl Bennett. We are possibly out of the “fork lint” loop and have missed 
some valuable information that provides a more solid context. Updates are always appreciated 
to serve the common good. Otherwise it shall remain: “Onward and pass the fork lint.”] 


Like - - Share 


Michael Dec, Shawn McMurtagh, Dmitry Babenko and 4 others like this. 

3 shares 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett Yes, | can provide a bit more CON-TEXT here: FORK LINT is a 
“collaborative” phrase devised by both John and me, CMB.... as is FISH NECK. So, via 
synchronicity, CON-TEXT was a very good choice of word, Devillo! | recieved a beautiful BOX’o 
LINT in the mail from Allan Revich of Canada earlier this year. 

February 27 at 10:12am - Edited - Unlike - 3 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett Photo of Box'oLint when closed includes "Lost&Found", the first part of 
the title of JMB's 30 yr. journal for which he consulted me at times regarding selection or artistic 
decisions. 

February 27 at 9:48am - Edited - Unlike - 1 


De Villo Sloan Thx for the info, CMB (& the art). Will likely do an M-L update some time today 
withis. Well, we have a Fork Lint revival. Thx for the Allan Revich info. Was trying to piece 
together some of the classic mailings. 

February 27 at 9:49am - Like 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett | could tell you more about FISH NECK context, but seeing as it's the 
FORK LINT revival, we'll shelve that until next year. 

February 27 at 9:52am - Like - 1 

De Villo Sloan OK, but don't forget. Inquiring minds want to know. 

February 27 at 9:52am - Like 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett | made this FORK LINT sculpture which was exhibited at FLUXJOB at 
Minn. Ctr. for Book Arts last year. | had rcv'd the appetizer forks from Jennifer Weigel as 
mailart.... another contribution to the fork lint theme. 

February 27 at 9:58am - Unlike - 1 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett LINT is something close & dear to the heart of all people who do 
laundry (that's ME in this household). And FORK is something I'd used nearly 30 years ago for 
little fluxus sculptures such as this "Fork Angel", also exhibited a year ago at MCBA. 

February 27 at 10:03am - Unlike - 3 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett But as JMB often points out, you can't copyright words or tiny two word 
phrases. . .but the etiquette in mailart circles is to give credit when presenting collaborations, tho 
that's near impossible with some of the Add&Pass mailart and other works that get recycled. 
February 27 at 10:07am - Unlike - 2 

De Villo Sloan We have the documentation now. | had possibly the mistaken impression that 
"fork lint" appeared in a JMB poem. Could not find that this morning. Something triggered it 
w/the trashpoets & Kulters, which likely meant something JMB did. But, seriously, thx for a 
bigger picture with all this. 

February 27 at 10:12am - Unlike - 2 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett Mistaken impressions often take on a life of their own ... same thing 
just happened to ME yesterday while conversing with an expert on Tarot cards over lunch. My 
memory was recalling the upside down hanging man when it should have been recalling the X 
(ten swords) card. 

February 27 at 10:18am - Like 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett Still, his take on the upside down hanging man was much more 
interesting! 

February 27 at 10:21am - Unlike - 1 

Willie Marlowe In the spirit of the fur lined teacup - great piece mamadada 

February 27 at 10:21am - Unlike - 2 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett Thanks, Wlllie.. When | was a MCAD student in Mpls MN | actually got 
to stroke that very same fur lined teacup, and also watch Joseph Bueys perform a lecture ata 
black board! 

February 27 at 10:23am - Unlike - 2 

Catherine Mehrl Bennett MOMA purchased "Object" by Meret Oppenheim, though in the early 
70's it was being exhibited at a gallery in Mpls. where my art class was taken on an outing. It 
was NOT considered to be fluxus, by the way, but considered a surrealist sculpture. ( the artist 


was a German-born woman by the way, which Willie knows but maybe not everyone else out 
there in FB land) 

February 27 at 10:35am - Edited - Unlike - 1 

Jim Leftwich on a parallel track, my wife, Sue, brought me a piece of dryer lint one day in 2007 
and said, this looks like some of your art -- "your art" meaning not only stuff that i made, but stuff 
that i got in the mail. thus began the tradition of the asemic lint poem, at least in our house. 
https://www.flickr.com/.../in/aloum-72157594566538540/ 

FLICKR.COM 

February 27 at 3:25pm - Like - 2 - Remove Preview 

De Villo Sloan This is an astounding review of fork lint - lintpo. The asemic lint poem is great, 
IMHO. | have seen it before but very glad to see it again. 

February 27 at 3:34pm - Unlike - 1 

Jim Leftwich you “ marked one of the asemic lint poem photos as a favorite on flicker, not sure 
when, a while ago 

https://www.flickr.com/.../in/aloum-72157594566538540/ 

FLICKR.COM 

February 27 at 3:37pm - Like - 1 - Remove Preview 
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Hugo Ball -- The image of human form is gradually disappearing from the painting of these 
times and all objects appear only in fragments. This is one more proof of how ugly and worn the 
human countenance has become, and of how all the objects of our environment have become 
repulsive to us. The next step is for poetry to decide to do away with language for similar 
reasons. (1916) 
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Andrew Topel 
March 2 at 4:47pm - 


if you had a friend who laid down his life in order to save yours, i believe you'd honor that friend, 
admire him, love him and want to share with others what he did. it is this way with Jesus, who 
freely gave His life to save the lives of others! 


Like - - Share 


Paul Lambert, Danielle Cohade Devidal and 11 others like this. 

1 share 

Andrew Topel Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. John 
15:13 

March 2 at 5:01pm - Like - 1 

Norbert Venzke well, ummm, honestly: Jesus and | were never friends. Even more, we never 
met... 

March 2 at 5:04pm - Like - 1 

Andrew Topel hello norbert, how are you? Jesus shared - You are my friends if you do what | 
command. | no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have 
made known to you. John 15:14 - 15 

March 2 at 5:11pm - Like - 1 

Norbert Venzke ah, | see - if | don't want to do what Jesus commands, he will not call me a 
friend. What am | called then? 

March 2 at 5:20pm - Edited - Like 

Nicolas Béaud Only brainless people talk about Jesus as if there was something sacred about 
him... 

March 2 at 8:25pm - Like - 1 

Pete Spence too much more of this preaching Andrew and i'm defriending i make my decisions 
and my mistakes i don't want some religious crap thrown at me all the time no matter what the 
religion is...so i see more of this brow beating i will certainly piss you off from my list...got that 
March 2 at 10:50pm - Like - 1 

Jim Leftwich " We have loaded the word with strengths and energies that helped us to 
rediscover the evangelical concept of the word (logos) as a magical complex image [...] 
touching lightly on a hundred ideas at the same time without naming them." (Hugo Ball) 
Yesterday at 12:58am - Like - 1 


Norbert Venzke @Pete: | remember a time when a guy was offended in former mail art groups 
for the apparently senseless posts he wrote, only because he didn't wrote what people wanted 
to read. 

His name was Rain Rien. 

Never mind. 

Yesterday at 2:59am - Edited - Like - 2 

Pete Spence Norbert fine....but there are plenty of people i can enjoy my time communicating 
with (a two way street) Andrew has done this stuff before there are more important things to get 
on with than the fictions of religion....hence i'm thinking Andrew is becoming more of a loss in 
my view 

Yesterday at 4:39am - Like 

Norbert Venzke It's not my stuff what Andrew writes here. Your posts in this aggressive way (to 
Andrew, not to me) are also not my stuff. 

Why don't you communicate with Andrew directly? Also you can unfriend him, unfollow him or 
simply ignore him. 

All is better than screaming out your anger in public posts. 

(please forgive me, if | sound a bit strange, | am not a native speaker of English) 

Yesterday at 7:17am - Like - 1 

Jim Leftwich Tristan Tzara: " I'm writing this manifesto to show that you can perform contrary 
actions at the same time, in one single, fresh breath; | am against action; as for continual 
contradiction, and affirmation too, | am neither for nor against them, and | won't explain myself 
because | hate common sense." 

23 hrs - Like - 1 

Jim Leftwich Andrew and | have had some wonderful conversations 

over the years (sitting in my car for hours in the 

hotel parking lot at the OSU avant symposium in 2002, 

making collaborative vispos at my house during the 

2010 marginal arts festival, just to mention two 

memorable face-to-face discussions). We do not agree 

on everything, but that fact hasn't made our conversations 

any less enjoyable. Andrew is a Christian and thinks 

| should, among other things, spend more time reading 

the Bible. | am a pagan and think Andrew should, among 

other things, take five dried grams of mushrooms and 

lie down in silent darkness. Somewhere in between those 

two activities, reading the Bible and eating the mushroom 

as a sacred ritual, there is the possibility of doing 

collaborative work. | have lost count of how many 

books Andrew and | have worked on together. Some of them 

are rather odd mixes, as you might imagine. Take a look 

at these THR3E, if you get a chance. 

Andrew Topel & Jim Leftwich 

currents 


hat at 
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http://vuggbooks.randomflux.info/ 
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VUGGBOOKS.RANDOMFLUX.INFO 

23 hrs - Like - 4 - Remove Preview 

Andrew Topel norbert, the commands of God are this - to love God with all of your heart, mind, 
strength and soul and to love your neighbor as yourself. God's commands are always for our 
benefit, and in 1 John 5:3, it shares that God's commands are not burdensome. i hope this note 
finds you well. have a beautiful day. 

18 hrs - Like - 1 

Andrew Topel jim, i greatly enjoyed those visits, you're an inspiration 

18 hrs - Like - 1 

Andrew Topel pete, i agree 100% with you, man-made religions are fictions. now a relationship 
with the Creator of all things, the One who gave you breath and life and your ability to create, 
your eyes to read this, your mind to process it, that's something else! 

17 hrs - Like - 1 

Jim Leftwich i've enjoyed our visits too, andrew. the next festival is Friday, July 10 - Sunday, July 
12. come up and play if you can. 

13 hrs - Like 

Norbert Venzke commands partially disobeyed. | have terrible neighbors. 

11 hrs - Like 
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